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Political turmoil continues in Lima in the wake of allegations of military involvement in the July
1992 disappearance of nine students and a professor from the Enrique Guzman y Valle University
campus, known as La Cantuta. The ongoing confrontation over the La Cantuta case is now taking
the form of a showdown in the Democratic Constituent Congress (Congreso Constituyente
Democratico, CCD) between the pro-government majority, represented by the Cambio 90-New
Majority coalition and opposition legislators. The La Cantuta case initially began to generate
controversy in early April, when Henry Pease, an opposition deputy in the CCD, went public
with allegations that government security forces were responsible for the disappearances (see
NotiSur 04/06/93). Pease's allegations and the subsequent decision by the CCD to investigate the
case provoked a harsh response by the military (see NotiSur 04/21/93). The case acquired new
dimensions in early May, when Gen. Rodolfo Robles Espinoza, third in command in the army
hierarchy, went public with his own allegations of military violations of human rights, many of
which coincided with those made by Pease (see NotiSur 05/14/93). Robles has since been discharged
from the army and is now living in exile in Buenos Aires. In the CCD, the current battle over the
case revolves around whether or not the legislative investigatory commission dealing with the La
Cantuta case has the authority to demand that members of the military accused of participating in
the disappearance testify before the commission. On May 15, the Supreme Military Court of Justice
(Consejo Supremo de Justicia Militar, CSJM) in Lima issued a communique confirming that it had
previously initiated its own investigation into the La Cantuta charges. The communique stated that
the CSJM had begun investigations against all members of the military, retired or active, regardless
of rank, who Robles charged with involvement in the disappearances. Among those accused by
Robles are Army chief Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza and Vladimiro Montesinos, a former Army
captain who serves as a top aide to President Alberto Fujimori and as de facto head of the National
Intelligence Service (SIN). The inquiry by the CSJM is widely seen as an attempt to derail the CCD's
investigation of the Cantuta case. Military officers called to testify by the CCD have refused to
appear, arguing that the congress doesn't have the authority or jurisdiction to investigate the case,
since it is already under investigation within military courts. The CCD was originally scheduled
to present the findings of its probe by May 15. But the military's refusal to cooperate has forced an
extension of the deadline. On May 21, for the second time in two weeks, members of the opposition
in the CCD threatened to walk out of congress unless the pro-government majority backed their
demand that military personnel implicated in the case testify before the CCD's investigatory
commission. Prime Minister Oscar de La Puente, who also serves as Peru's Foreign Minister,
called the boycott threat "an attack on Peru's democratic stability" and "an open confrontation
with another branch of government." Opposition deputies in the CCD are not alone in pressing
for a thorough investigation into the La Cantuta case. Recently, a group known as the Democratic
Forum which brings together over 200 opposition politicians, trade union activists, civic leaders and
journalists issued a communique demanding creation of a "truth commission" to investigate charges
of human rights abuses committed by government security forces. The Forum proposed that such
a commission be comprised of independent citizens organized under the auspices of the UN and
the Organization of American States (OAS). The Forum emphasized the lack of independence of
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the Army Inspector General, the military justice system, the CCD and the civilian justice system,
which they said jeopardize an accurate account of the La Cantuta case. The Democratic Forum
also called on Fujimori to immediately remove both Hermoza and Montesinos from their posts,
echoing a request which had been made publicly by various opposition deputies in the CCD. On
May 23, Fujimori and the pro-government CCD majority urged the opposition to give up the battle
to force the military officers to testify "for the good of the country." Fujimori, as in the past, invoked
the counter-insurgency campaign in order to defend his stance, calling for "the greatest possible
caution when it comes to involving the state and the armed forces in cases of human rights abuses.
It seems that the fact that terrorism is the country's first and foremost enemy has been forgotten."
He went on to emphasize the "absolute importance of distinguishing between abuses committed
by a group of individuals, whether they are military or police, and abuses committed by the state."
On May 24, the issue was finally put to a vote in the CCD. The pro-government majority voted
to reject the opposition's measure demanding that the members of the military accused in the
disappearances appear before the CCD. The majority instead passed an alternate proposal designed
to allow those implicated in the disappearances to avoid direct questioning by having other military
leaders testify on their behalf. Opposition deputy Henry Pease called the majority's decision "an
abdication due to fear," and said it amounted to "abandoning the oversight authority of the CCD."
Meanwhile, in an apparent bid to calm discontent in the military, immediately after news of the
CCD vote was released, Fujimori announced a pardon for 11 of 25 active and retired Army officers
who had been found guilty of participating in a plot to overthrow the government last November.
Ret. Gen. Jaime Salinas Sedo, accused of having led the coup planning, was not included among
those pardoned, although Fujimori refused to rule out the possibility of granting more pardons
in the future. (Sources: Washington Office on Latin America special report, 05/19/93; Inter Press
Service, 05/24/93, 05/25/93; Notimex, 05/15/93, 05/16/93, 05/26/93; Agence France-Presse, 05/13/93,
05/14/93, 05/17/93, 05/18/93, 05/20/93, 05/25/93, 05/26/93; Associated Press, Reuter, 05/26/93; Spanish
news service EFE, 05/13-19/93, 05/21/93, 05/23-25/93, 05/31/93)
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